322                                                          LETTER TO COURT
accustomed to the government of a single person.   A little reflection on these
particulars wiH introduce many more and clearly evince the necessity of this
motion.   They have the highest sence of gratitude for the honour conferred
on them hy their employers in their appointment and deem themselves in
duty bound at this juncture  of affairs to wave all personal honours and
advantages which might accrue to themselves and unanimously declare it as
their sentiment that a rotation in the executive part of government would he
highly prejudicial to the real interest of the Company, and they hope this
sentiment with its motives will be received conformable to their intention as
the clearest proof they could possibly give of their sincere attachment to the
welfare of their Hon'ble employers and the settlement in general.   They lay
these particulars before the Board and request the aid of their councils and
judgement on the occasion, and if they agree to the propriety and necessity
of what they have the honour to lay before them they presume no difficulty
will arise on the subject.   The Court of Directors in their commands of the
3rd August last by naming Col. Clive head of the committee they then ordered
for affairs here, his eminent service, abilities and merit together with his
superiour weight and influence with the present Subah and his officers, are
motives which have great force with them on this occasion and all concur in
pointing out Col.  Clive  as the person best able  to render  our" Hon'ble
employers   the   necessary   service   at   this  juncture   till   they   shall   make
their further pleasure known by the appointment of a President for their affairs
here, and they beg leave to add they have great pleasure in shewing that their
attachment to the true interest of our employers and the welfare of this
setdement has, as it ought to have, the due preference to any personal honour
or advantage we might receive by the order of rotation.
The Board having considered the foregoing proposal with due attention
and concurring entirely in the sentiments of those gentlemen with respect to
the prejudice a rotation in the executive part of government may be attended
with at this juncture and being unanimous in opinion that a deviation from
the Honble Company's commands in this instance in our present circumstances
will be for the true interest of our employers, Colonel Clive likewise (for the
reasons set forth in the minute made by Messrs Watts, Manningham and
Becher) appearing to the Board the person best able at this time to render our
Hon'ble masters the necessary service,
Resolved that an application be made to Colonel Clive from the Board tJ0
accept of being President of the Company's affairs in Bengal till a person m
appointed from Europe and that our reasons at large be given him for his
acceptance of that trust upon these terms.
Adjourned till nine o'clock that the letter to Colonel Clive may be prepared
and engrossed fair.
Tlie 26th June at 9 AM.
The Council being met according to adjournment and the letter to Coloael
Give being engrossed fair, was now read, Approved and signed.
Agreed it be sent to Colonel Clive directly zmcl that he be requested ^
give an immediate answer it possible.